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this gloom of infidelity, I hope, is only a transient cloud passing through the hemisphere \ which will soon be dissipated, and the sun break forth with his usual splendour.' 'You think then, (said the General,) that they will change their principles like their clothes.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, if they bestow no more thought on principles than on dress, it must be so.' The General said, that ' a great part of the fashionable infidelity was owing to a desire of shewing courage. Men who have no opportunities of shewing it as to things in this life, take death and futurity as objects on which to display it.' JOHNSON. ' That is mighty foolish affectation. Fear is one of the passions of human nature, of which it is impossible to divest it. You remember that the Emperour Charles V, when he read upon the tomb-stone of a Spanish nobleman, " Here lies one who never knew fear," wittily said, " Then he never snuffed a candle with his fingers."'
He talked a few words of French" to the General; but finding he did not do it with facility, he asked for pen, ink, and paper, and wrote the following note:—
' J*ai hi dans la geographic tie Lucas da Linda un Pater-nosier
his interesting report says:—' Religion seems to sit easy upon Paoli, and notwithstanding what his historian Boswcll relates, I take him to be very tree in'his notions that way. This I suspect both from the strain of his conversation, and from what I have learnt of his conduct towards the clergy and monks.' Fitscmaurice's Shclburnc, ii. 158. See •post, April 14, 1775, where Johnson said:—'Sir, there is a great cry about infidelity; but there are in reality very few infidels.' Yet not long before he had complained of an ' inundation of impiety.' lioa-well's Hebrides, Sept. 30, 1773.
1 I suppose Johnson said atmosphere. CROKKR. In Humphry Clinker, in the Letter of June 2, there is, however, a somewhat similar use of the word. Lord Bute is described as 'the Caledonian luminary, that lately blazed so bright in our hemisphere; methinks, at present, it glimmers through a fog,' A. star, however, unlike a cloud, may pass from one hemisphere to the other.
a See post, under Nov. 5, 1775. Hannah More, writing in 1782 (Memoirs, i. 242), says :—' Paoli will not talk in English, and his French is mixed with Italian. He speaks no language with purity.'
farit copper. Another stroke of his oratory made me ashamed of that,and determined me to give the silver; and he finished so admirably that I emptied my pocket wholly into the collector's dish, gold and all.'
